Not for 
Publication 


INFORMATION 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATIO 


No. 673 


Washington, D. C. 


October 30, 1937 


FARM LEGISLATION 


H Committee Begins Meetings to Draft Bill 
for Special Session 


The House Committee on Agriculture held its first meet- 
ing on October 27th for the purpose of drafting a farm bill 
to be considered at the special session of Congress convening 
on November 15th. Various proposals, it is understood, have 
already been placed before the Committee representing the 
views of farm organizations as well as individual members 
of Congress. The character and scope of the bill that will 
finally be drafted can not be forecast at this time. 


At this meeting five subcommittees were appointed to con- 
sider plans for applying surplus control measures to specific 
farm commodities. The membership of these subcommittees 
is as follows: 


Cotton: Fulmer (D), South Carolina; Doxe 

sippi; Owen (D), Georgia; Kleberg (D), 
), North Carolina. 

Wheat: Pierce (D), Oregon; Cummings (D), Colorado; 
Coffee (D), Nebraska; Hope (R), Kansas. 

Corn: Polk (D), Ohio; Biermann (D), Iowa; Nelson (D), 
Missouri; Lucas (D), Illinois; Gilchrist (R), lowa. 

Tobacco: Flannagan (D), Virginia; Mitchell (D), Ten- 
a Cooley (D), North Carolina, Kinser (R), Pennsyl- 
vania, 

Dairying: Beam (D), Illinois; Kleberg (D), Texas; Hook 
(D), Michigan; Hoffman (R), Michigan; Tobey (R), New 
Hampshire; Andresen (R), Minnesota; Boileau (Prog), 
Wisconsin; Lord (R), New York. 

In a letter to the chairmen of the House and Senate Com- 
mittees on Agriculture, President Roosevelt on October 20th 
outlined his views on the nature of the legislation to be en- 
acted. The President stated: 


“The new national farm act should safeguard farmers’ in- 
come as well as their soil fertility. It should provide for 
storage of reserve f supplies in an ever normal granary, 
so that if severe and widespread drought recurs consumers 
will be assured of more adequate supplies with less drastic 
increases in price than would otherwise be the case. It 


(D), Missis- 
exas; Cooley 


CONVENTION ROOM RESERVATIONS 


The number of applications on hand for convention 
room reservations is so large that the Association is 
unable to make immediate reply to letters regarding 
reservations desired. Members may be assured, how- 
ever, that their applications are being given attention 
and that they will receive information as to room as- 
signments as rapidly as the clerical work can be per- 
formed. Members who have not yet made application 
for reservations are urged to do so at an early date, as 
this will assist the Association in meeting individual 
requirements and thus facilitate the assignment of 
rooms. 
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should provide for control of surpluses when and as neces- 
sary, but at the same time it should preserve the export mar- 
kets that still are open to our farmers. It should protect both 
farmers and consumers against extreme ups and downs in 


prices of farm products. It should be financed by fiscal meth- 
-, inistration should be kept in the farmers’ 
nds. 


“I wish to emphasize especially that any price stabi 
features, through loans or other devices, should be reinfor 
by effective provision against the piling up of unmanageable 
supplies. e must never again invite the collapse of farm 
prices, the stoppage of farm buying and the demoralization 
of business that followed the Federal Farm Board's attempts 
to maintain farm prices without control of farm surpluses. 

“The present agricultural conservation program, though 
it is not entirely adequate to keep farm surpluses from wrec 
ing farm prices and farm income, has great intrinsic value as 
a safeguard of soil fertility. Its great value must be made 
lasting. Therefore, it is my sincere hope that the Congress, 

(Continued on page 5381) 


TRADE PACT WITH VENEZUELA 


State Department Makes Announce- 
ment of Intention to Negotiate 


Preliminary announcement of the intention of the United 
States Government to negotiate a trade agreement with 
Venezuela was made by the State Department on October 
25th. Formal notice will be issued at a later date, after the 
receipt of the proposals of Venezuela, at which time there 
will be made public a list of products on which the United 
States will consider granting concessions to Venezuela. 

The object of the preliminary announcement, it is stated, 
is to provide notification at the earliest possible date that 
negotiations are contemplated, in order that interested parties 
may have an opportunity to suggest the import or export 
products which, in their opinion, should be included in the 
negotiations. Such suggestions, particularly those in re- 
gard to export products, are most useful to the trade-agree- 
ments organization if available at an early stage. Full in- 
formation should be submitted as soon as possible. Exact 
technical descriptions of the products in question should be 
given, including, so far as possible, their nomenclature in 
the tariff laws of the importing country. These suggestions 
may be submitted in any form, and need not be under oath. 
They should be addressed to the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee for Reciprocity Information, 7th and F Streets, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., and should reach the Committee not 
later than November 26, 1937. 

A detailed compilation showing the products involved in 
the 1929 and 1936 trade between Venezuela and the United 
States, prepared by the Division of Foreign Trade Statis- 
tics of the Department of Commerce, may be obtained from 
that Division, or from any of the District Offices of the De- 
partment of Commerce, as well as from the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information, or the Department of State. 
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Florida Canned Citrus Shipments to Pacific Coast 


Shipments of canned citrus from Jacksonville and Tampa 
to Pacific Coast ports in September totaled 22,474 cases, of 
which 10,385 cases were grapefruit juice, 11,611 cases grape- 
fruit hearts, 470 cases grapefruit and orange juice, and 8 
cases orange juice, according to figures compiled by the 
Jacksonville office of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. 


Canned Fruit Receipts in United Kingdom 


Arrivals of canned fruit at United Kingdom ports in the 
five weeks ended October 2nd totaled 936,800 cases, an in- 
crease of approximately 102,000 cases over the figure for the 
five preceding weeks. In the corresponding period of 1936 
arrivals were 39,000 cases lighter, according to the Imperial 
Economic Committee. As compared with the preceding five 
weeks, arrivals of apples, peaches, and grapefruit were sub- 
stantially heavier, but consignments of pineapples showed a 
considerable reduction. 


British Malayan Canned Pineapple Exports 


Exports of canned pineapple from British Malayan ports 
during the period from December 27, 1936, to July 31, 1937, 
totaled 1,810,437 cases, or an average of 58,401 cases per 
week, according to the “Straits Times.” Exports for the 
corresponding period of the previous year were 1,745,025 
cases. 


Milk Canning Plant in Panama 


The Nestle & Anglo-Swiss Milk Products, Ltd., has awarded 
a contract for the construction of a plant which when com- 
pleted will cost approximately $130,000, according to the 
American commercial attache at Panama. This figure in- 
cludes only the cost for the construction of the factory, gen- 
eral offices, and three employees’ residences. Equipment, 
machinery, and the cost of opening streets and installing 
water, sewerage, and light systems will be additional. 


Italian Tomato Products Industry 


The production of canned peeled tomatoes in the Neapoli- 
tan district will be somewhat greater than last year and the 
tomato sauce output somewhat less, according to opinions 
expressed by Italian canners and reported by the American 
consulate general at Naples. The lower sauce production is 
ascribed to a considerable carryover from last year. The 
canned tomato market weakened at the beginning of Sep- 
tember. The demand for paste from northern European 
countries is small, and it is reported that Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary are competing successfully because of their lower 
prices. 


Philippine Can Manufacturing Company Incor- 
porated 
The National Food Products Corporation, a Philippine 


project noted in the Inrormation Letrer for August 7th, 
has been incorporated with a capital of $1,250,000, one- 


fourth being paid by the National Development Company. 
The American trade commissioner at Manila reports that 
the purpose of the new corporation is to manufacture cans 
for small subsidiary canners. 


AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 


A.A.A. Announces Tentative Acreage Goals and 
Rates of Payment 


Formal approval by the Secretary of Agriculture of the 
tentative outline of the conservation program made public 
in September was announced recently by A.A.A. officials. 
The most important change made in the program was the 
reduction in the cotton acreage goal by 2,000,000 acres, 
which is now set at 27,000,000 to 29,000,000 acres, and an 
increase from 2 cents to 2.4 cents per pound in the payments 
to cotton farmers cooperating in the acreage reduction pro- 
gram. Reduction in the acreage goal has been brought 
about by the prospective increase in the size of the cotton 
crop over that forecasted in September. 


According to recent statements, acreage goals and rates of 
payment for some other crops under the 1938 program, are 
as follows: Corn, 92,000,000 to 96,000,000 acres, payment 
10 cents per bushel; peanuts, 1,500,000 to 1,600,000 acres, 
two-tenths cent per pound; potatoes, 3,100,000 to 3,300,000 
acres, 6 cents for early and 4 cents per bushel for late; other 
soil depleting crops, 145,000,000 to 155,000,000 acres, $1.50 
per acre varied for productivity. Additional items used in 
computing farm payments are: Conserving acreage, restora- 
tion land, non-crop pasture land, commercial orchards, and 
commercial vegetable acreage. 


Total of all soil depleting crop acreage provided under 
the 1938 program is placed at 273,000,000 to 288,000,000 
acres. Most vegetable crops grown for canning or for ship- 
ment, as well as a number of important general farm crops, 
are classified as soil-depleting crops by the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Administration. While there was no fixed goal for 
such crops announced under the 1937 program it is probable 
that had there been one it would have been within the range 
of the 1938 goal. Actually, however, the 1937 total of soil- 
depleting crops, in part because of the acreage of emergency 
forage crops, was probably in excess of the 1938 goal. 

With the national provisions approved, the next step in the 
1938 program will be the preparation of bulletins for each 
state or region containing the applicable provisions of the 
national bulletin. 


Canners who wish to obtain copies of the “1938 Agricul- 
tural Conservation Program Bulletin,” or of future bulletins 
containing the provisions of the national program applicable 
to each state or region, may do so on request to the Division 
of Information, Agricultural Adjustment Administration, 
Washington, D. C. If preferred, the Association will obtain 
and forward such publications on request of member 
canners. 


Tennessee-Kentucky Canners Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Tennessee-Kentucky Canners 


Association, it is announced, will be held at the Noel Hotel 
in Nashville on November 8th. 


ers 
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FARM LEGISLATION 
(Continued from page 5379) 


when it enacts new lation to protect agriculture and the 
nation against the calamity of farm price collapse, will as- 
sure the continuity and permanence of *he agricultural con- 
servation program now being forward by nearly four 
million farmers. 

“It is, of course, especially important that any new legis- 
lation should not unbalance the expected balancing of the 
budget. In other words, no additional Federal expenditures 
from the general fund of the Treasury should be made over 
and above existing planned expenditures. The omy excep- 
tion to this would be the incurring of additional obligations 
on the part of the Treasury, backed one hundred percent by 
additional receipts from new taxes. 

“In other words, whatever goes out must be balanced by 
an equivalent amount coming in. 

“To my mind the purposes of the proposed new legislation 
and the existing conservation program are wholly consistent 
with each other and can be related together to the benefit of 
agriculture and the nation.” 


Two days later, in a statement giving assurance that the 
House Committee on Agriculture would consider thoroughly 
the different suggestions that have been submitted by farm- 
ers, farm groups and the Department of Agriculture, Chair- 
man Marvin Jones of the Committee expressed the belief 
that the following principles should be included in the new 
measure: 


1. The pe soil conservation program should be con- 
tinued and simplified. 

2. The farmer is entitled to an offset to the tariff as a mat- 
ter of right, and this should be utilized in such a way as to 
assure a fair division of the national income. 

3. Commodity loans should be used to prevent collapse of 
prices and to assure a normal supply in order that the con- 
sumer might be protected. 

4. Research laboratories should be established in each of 
the major farm producing areas. 

5. While adjustment and control provisions should be in- 
cluded, these should not be used to a degree that would inter- 
fere with our export markets, especially in reference to cot- 
ton. 

6. The law should, in so far as possible, be administered 
by local people, with as much latitude as possible in the 
hands of local committees in determining the conservation 
program. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments ao R by the Bureau of Agricultural 


Beans, snapandlima 194 153 22 8, 469 
501 418 24,214 22,905 
Green peas........ 7,022 
Spinach... ll 23 19 7,605 8,308 
Domestic, compet- 
ans directly .... 3,373 3,623 2,954 104,531 107,411 
ing indirectly... 76 77 992 461 
Fruits 


Dr. Alsberg to Direct Giannini Foundation 


Dr. Carl L. Alsberg, former chief of the U. S. Bureau of 
Chemistry and since 1921 director of the Food Research In- 
stitute at Stanford University in California, has been made 
director of the Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics at the University of California in Berkeley. He suc- 
ceeds Dr. H. R. Tolley who resigned a year ago to become 
Administrator of the Agricultural Adjustment Adminis- 
tration. 


VEGETABLE SITUATION 


Bureau of tural Economics Reviews Crops 
for Fall and Winter Shipment 


A general review of the market vegetable situation, issued 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics under date of 
October 27th, is of interest to canners because of the informa- 
tion it furnishes with respect to market crops that will be in 
competition with canned products. Following are excerpts 
from the review: 


The 1937 shipping season for truck crops, now nearing its 
close, has been notable for the general increase of production 
of nearly all crops, onions being the most important excep- 
tion. A slight increase in total acreage was accompanied by 
relatively high yields for most crops. In consequence, prices 
to growers have been generally lower than those of last year, 
and there are definite indications of reduced acreage for the 
1938 shipping season. 


Among the late crops for fall harvesting, production in- 
creases over last "s harvest are indicated for lima beans, 
snap beans, cauliflower, peppers, and spinach. The late cro 
of green peas in Arizona and the oye Valley of Call. 
fornia also is expected to be larger than that of last year. 
po pee production is indicated for late celery, cucum 
and lettuce. 


The normal shipping season for vegetables is considered 
to begin during the preceding late autumn in the Southern 
states. Thus the 1937 season began in the late fall of 1936 
and continued through the year 1937. Similarly, the 1938 
shipping season begins now in the South, and continues 
throughout 1938. 

The indicated acreage of 11 truck crops for shipping dur- 
ing this fall and winter is 125,350 acres, compa with 
133,250 last fall and winter and a 5-year ovesage of 85,610 
acres. This is a net decrease of 6 per cent below last sea- 
son’s acreage, but a net increase of 46 per cent over the 
1928-32 average. Increases over last year are indicated for 
carrots, eggplant, and peppers, but decreased acreage is indi- 
cated for artichokes, snap beans, fall and early cabbage, 
cauliflower, celery, cucumbers, spinach, and tomatoes. Un 
normal growing conditions, this would indicate a great abun- 
dance of carrots, eseplant, and peppers for marketing duri 
the next few months, but a smaller supply than last fall an 
winter of all the other truck crops. No scarcity is expected, 
however, as last season’s acreage of most crops was very 
large. Plantings of winter vegetables ( meal tomatoes, 
green peppers, and lima beans) in Cuba also are reported 
to be smaller than those of last season. 

Usually about two-thirds of the California asparagus is 
used for canning, small quantities are used for this pur- 

in other states. The total indicated acreage to be cut 

all purposes (market and manufacture) in 14 commercial 
avediodion states next year is 113,670 acres, an increase of 
4 per cent over last spring and 14 per cent above the 1928-32 
average. Nearly two-thirds of this total is in California. 
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Among the early states, TT} in Georgia and South Caro- 


lina are more than offset a 6 per cent increase in Cali- 
fornia. It is expected, dedise—wth favorable weather 
conditions—that asparagus will be quite plentiful next spring 
and summer. 

The following table shows the indicated acreage of fall and 
winter truck crops for market in 1938, along with comparisons 
for earlier years: 


Aver ndicated 
Commodity and States 1928-42 1937 1938 
Acres Acres Acres 
Artichokes: Calif................ 7,770 10,100 9,700 
Beans, snap: Fla, and Tex........ 12,000 21,100 19,000 
Cabbage: 
810 2,800 2,100 
Calif., Fla., La., and Tex...... 37,560 56,200 51,300 
Carrots: C ,280 10,850 11,300 
Cauliflower: Ariz., Calif., and 
7,990 8,350 8,100 
7,180 10,300 9,700 
Cucumbers: Fla................ 1,390 1,600 1,500 
rere 750 850 1,000 
Peppers: Fla. and Tex........... 2,010 3,600 4,500 
Spinach: 2,940 3,000 2,850 
aragus, for ca a 


Government Seafood Investigations 


“Progress in Biological Inquiries, 1935”, recently published 
by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, includes a report of con- 
tinuing investigations into the salmon runs in the Columbia 
River, Puget Sound, and Alaska. 

Other investigations relating to seafoods, which may be of 
interest to canners, include further studies of the natural 
history, the food, and the fluctuation in the supply of shrimp 
along the South Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, and investigations 
on oyster and hard clam culture and the control of oyster 
pests. 

The bulletin, listed as Administrative Report No. 26, may 
be secured from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, at 10 cents a copy. 


Diversion Program for Sweet Potatoes 


A sweet potato diversion program, supplementing but not 
affecting the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation's 
purchases of sweet potatoes for relief distribution, has re- 
cently been announced by the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration, Under the diversion program the Secretary of 
Agriculture offers to make payments at the rate of 25 cents 
per 100 pounds to manufacturers who divert sweet potatoes 
from the normal trade channels into by-products. Starch, 
the principal by-product of sweet potatoes, is used as an 
adhesive. The residual pulp is used for livestock feed. 

Purchases of sweet potatoes for relief purposes began in 
September and to date approximately 270,000 bushels have 
been bought by the Federal Surplus Commodities Corpora- 
tion. The relief purchase and diversion programs have been 
undertaken with the intent of making effective use of the 
large surplus produced in 1937. 


Expedites Application of Freight Rate Increases 


Rate increases granted by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission on October 22nd may be put into effect on five days’ 
notice by the carriers, according to an announcement on 
October 26th by the Commission, which waived certain tariff 
rules to permit the filing of supplements covering the new 
schedules. The increases cover shipments of bituminous 
coal, iron and steel, lignite coal, iron ore, cement, lime, 
plaster, mortar and gypsum, petroleum, lubricating oils and 
grease, asphalt pitch and tar. 


Thanksgiving Leaflet Issued 


With this week’s INrormation Letter is mailed a copy of 
the Thanksgiving leaflet prepared by the Association’s Home 
Economics Division. Copies of the leaflet are being sent by 


the Division to individuals and organizations cooperating in 
its work. A limited supply of the leaflets is available for As- 
sociation members who may desire to use them in their sales 
promotion work, Bulk quantities will be furnished by the 
Association at reprint cost. 


September Rural Retail Sales by Regions 


Daily average sales in small towns and rural areas for 
September were relatively higher in the East than in other 
sections of the country as compared with September, 1936. 
Estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
based on the dollar value of rural chain store and mail order 
sales, indicate that sales in the East were about 13 per cent 
above September, 1936. The Middle West and the Far West 
recorded gains of 8 per cent and 6 per cent, respectively, 
while sales in the South showed practically no change. 

September sales as compared with August of this year re- 
corded the largest percentage gain in the South, with an 
increase of 56 per cent. Increases in the other regions were 
29 per cent for the East, 27 per cent for the Middle West and 
23 per cent for the Far West. 
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